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tually established by evidence as ample as any historical
fact whatever—the fact, namely, that Christ professed to
work miracles. We may go further, and assert with confi-
dence that Christ was believed by his followers really to
work miracles, and that it was mainly on this account that
they conceded to him the preeminent dignity and autho-
rity which he claimed. The accounts we have of these
miracles may.be exaggerated; it is possible that in some
special cases stories have been related which have no
foundation whatever; but, on the whole, miracles play so
important a part in Christ's scheme that any theory which
would represent them as due entirely to the imagination
of his followers or of a later age destroys the credibility
of the documents not partially but wholly, and leaves
Christ a personage as mythical as Hercules. Now the
present treatise aims to show that the Christ of the
Gospels is not mythical, by showing that the character
those biographies portray is in all its large features strik-
ingly consistent, and at the same time so peculiar as to
be altogether beyond the reach of invention both by in-
dividual genius and still more by what is called the c con-
sciousness of an age/ Now if the character depicted in the
Gospels is in the main real and historical, they must be
generally trustworthy, and, if so, the responsibility of mir-
acles is fixed on Christ. In this case the reality of the
miracles themselves depends in a great degree on the
opinion we form of Christ's veracity, and this opinion must
arise gradually from the careful examination of his whole
life. For our present purpose, which is to investigate the
plan which Christ formed and the way in which he ex-
ecuted it, it matters nothing whether the miracles were
real or imaginary; in either case, being believed to be

